
The Baptism of Christ 
From a sermon by Saint Gregory Nazianzen 

 
   Christ is bathed in light; let us also be bathed in light. Christ is 
baptized; let us also go down with him, and rise with him. 
  John is baptizing when Jesus draws near. Perhaps he comes to 
sanctify his baptizer; certainly he comes to bury sinful humanity 
in the waters. He comes to sanctify the Jordan for our sake and in 
readiness for us; he who is spirit and flesh comes to begin a new 
creation through the Spirit and water. 

  The Baptist protests; Jesus insists. Then John says: I ought to be 
baptized by you. He is the lamp in the presence of the sun, the 
voice in the presence of the Word, the friend in the presence of 
the Bridegroom, the greatest of all born of woman in the presence 
of the firstborn of all creation, the one who leapt in his mother’s 
womb in the presence of him who was adored in the womb, the 
forerunner and future forerunner in the presence of him who has 
already come and is to come again. I ought to be baptized by you: 
we should also add, “and for you,” for John is to be baptized in 
blood, washed clean like Peter, not only by the washing of his 
feet. 
  Jesus rises from the waters; the world rises with him. The 
heavens, like Paradise with its flaming sword, closed by Adam for 
himself and his descendants, are rent open. The Spirit comes to 
him as to an equal, bearing witness to his Godhead. A voice bears 
witness to him from heaven, his place of origin. The Spirit 
descends in bodily form like the dove that so long ago announced 
the ending of the flood and so gives honour to the body that is 
one with God. 
  Today let us do honour to Christ’s baptism and celebrate this 
feast in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and continue to be 
cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the conversion 
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday at 6:00 pm 
Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 

Rosary is prayed at 5:30 pm 
 

Sunday at 11:00 am 
Rosary is prayed at 10:30 am 

 
Tuesday at 8:00 am 

 
Wednesday at 12:10 pm 

Confessions are heard at 11:30 am and again after Mass during a 
period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

 

Thursday at 8:00 am 

SACRED HEART MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday at 9:00 am 
 

Friday at 9:00 am 
Followed by a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration 

Confession will be offered during the Holy Hour until Benediction 
at 10:30 am. 

 

Mass is offered at St. Joseph Mission in Charlo the third 
Saturday of each month at 4:00 pm. 

The Baptism of the Lord 
11 January 2026 

Baptism of Christ 
Giovanni Battista Cima da Conegliano (c. 1459– c. 1517) 

Breakfast will be served January 18th after the 11:00 Mass 

On the menu: French toast, scrambled eggs, bacon,  

self-serve fruit bowl, juice 

Friday, January 16th, at 5:00 pm 

Polson Community Dinner 
 

Hosted by Immaculate Conception every third 

Friday of the month in the parish hall. 

Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 



Humbly asking for your prayers... 
Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael 

Conrad, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Bill 
Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Heather Stocki, Betty 

Bjork, Jason Avison, Nash Niemeyer, Bud Cheff, Jr, Bill Rueth, 
Monte Jenkins, Chris Skinner, Ryan Johnson, Vicki Whalen, 

Laurel Cheff, Zane Kelly, David Jenkins, Bruce Simpson, 
Debbie Tschida, Carolyn Fyant, Diana Cote, Shawna Lehner, 

Bill Efinger, Bruce Basler. 
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the 
Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, 
please make sure that all individuals wish to be publicly 

identified.   

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for January 

For prayer with the Word of God: Let us pray that praying 

with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a 

source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a 

more fraternal and missionary Church. 

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 

Sacred Heart & St. Joseph Mission 
 
Sunday, January 11th  Baptism of the Lord 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish 
Friday, January 16th 
Intentions of Pope Leo XIV 

 
Immaculate Conception 

 
Saturday, January 10th  Vigil of the Baptism of Lord 
Repose of the Soul of Jacob Fleming 
Sunday, January 11th  Baptism of the Lord 
Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, January 13th 
Intentions of Fr. Kevin Christofferson 
Wednesday, January 14th 
Repose of the Souls of the Deceased Members of the Parish 
Thursday, January 15th 
Intentions of Bishop Vetter 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dcn. Kaleb Mitchell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, Anthony 

Olmes, James Semling, Jamie Severson, Carter Anderson, 
Shae Bills, Matt Keck, Carson Gorton,  Jake Smith, Ryan 

Frampton, Liam Aippersbach, Mason Yochum. 

and salvation of men, for whom his every word and every 
revelation exist. He wants you to become a living force for all 
mankind, lights shining in the world. You are to be radiant lights 
as you stand beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of 
him who is the light of heaven. You are to enjoy more and more 
the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity, as now you have 
received – though not in its fullness – a ray of its splendour, 
proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom 
be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

(Continued from page 1) 
St. Hilary of Poitiers 
Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Feast Day January 13 

 
The perfection of learning is to know God in 
such a way that, though you realize he is 
knowable, yet you know him as indescribable. 
 
The chief service I owe you, O God, is that 
every thought and word of mine should speak of 
you. 
 
Wages cannot be considered as a gift, because 
they are due to work, but God has given free 
grace to all men by the justification of faith. Litany of Humility Prayer 

 
The Christian life is a lifelong call to deeper conversion—not just in 
outward practice but in the quiet places of the heart. Whether in times 
of preparation, celebration, or ordinary rhythms, we are always invited 
to return to God through prayer, sacrifice, and love, shedding the things 
that keep us from clinging fully to Christ. 
 
One powerful (and challenging) prayer that speaks to this journey is the 
Litany of Humility. This prayer doesn’t ask for comfort or success but 
for the grace to become smaller, to be forgotten, and to be content with 
whatever draws us closer to Jesus.  (Reference: How to Pray: The Litany 
of Humility, Focus.org) 
 

O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, Hear me. 
 
From the desire of being esteemed, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being loved, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being extolled, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being honored, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being praised, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being preferred to others, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being consulted, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the desire of being approved, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being humiliated, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being despised, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of suffering rebukes, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being calumniated, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being forgotten, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being ridiculed, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being wronged, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
From the fear of being suspected, Deliver me, O Jesus. 
 
That others may be loved more than I,  
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may be esteemed more than I, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That, in the opinion of the world, others may increase and I may 
decrease,  
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may be chosen and I set aside, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may be praised and I go unnoticed, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may be preferred to me in everything, 
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 
That others may become holier than I, provided that I may 
become as holy as I should,  
Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it. 



ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Fridays at 
9:00 am 

All homilies are 
available on YouTube 
and can be found by 

searching the full name 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson. 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

PARISH WEBSITE DIOCESE OF HELENA 
WEBSITE 

Download the myParish 
app on your App store or 
Google Play store on your 

iOS or Android! 

The Knights of the Columbus would like to offer 
transportation services to Sunday Mass for parishioners 

who need assistance.  Please call the parish office or 
John Winegart at (406) 270-6655, if you 

need help or know of anyone needing help 
getting to Mass. 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened, and 
the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of 
the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased. 
 
Collect: 
 
Almighty ever-living God,  
Who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan 
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 
solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 
grant that your children by adoption, 
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, 
may always be well pleasing to you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. 
 
Readings: 
 
FIRST READING: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 29:1-2,3-4,3,9-10 
SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-38 
ALLELUIA: Mk 9:7 
GOSPEL: Mt 3:13-17 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

The baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and 
inauguration of his mission as God’s suffering Servant. He 
allows himself to be numbered among sinners; he is 
already “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” Already he is anticipating the “baptism” of his 
bloody death. Already he is coming to “fulfill all 
righteousness,” that is, he is submitting him self entirely to 
his Father’s will: out of love he consents to this baptism of 
death for the remission of our sins. The Father’s voice 
responds to the Son’s acceptance, proclaiming his entire 
delight in his Son. The Spirit whom Jesus possessed in 
fullness from his conception comes to “rest on him.” Jesus 
will be the source of the Spirit for all mankind. At his 
baptism “the heavens were opened”—the heavens that 
Adam’s sin had closed—and the waters were sanctified by 
the descent of Jesus and the Spirit, a prelude to the new 
creation. (CCC 536) 

[This] year, we'll be reading Rerum Novarum—the 
foundational and increasingly relevant 1891 encyclical applying 
Catholic Social Teaching to the modern world. 
 
3 simple reasons to join: 
 
1. Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) is poised to upend everything. 

Amidst the turmoil, how should Christians stay grounded, 
honor human dignity, and live with purpose? Catholic 
Social Teaching shows the way. 

2. Our new pope (Leo XIV) chose his name "mainly because 
Pope Leo XIII in his historic encyclical Rerum Novarum 
addressed the social question in the context of the first 
great Industrial Revolution." Today, we sit on the verge of 
the next great revolution. Understanding Catholic Social 
Teaching has only become more important and relevant. 

3. It's only one email per week (with a 1-minute reading + 
brief reflection). Learn more at flocknote.com/cst 

Join today! 

https://flocknote.com/catholic-social-teaching-in-a-year/
https://flocknote.com/catholic-social-teaching-in-a-year/


All parish communications are now through Evangelus! If you 
have accidentally opted out of text messages, you may text 

“Unstop” to 1-866-498-2036 (Immaculate Conception) or 1-
866-953-1870 (Sacred Heart). If you have not yet opted in for 
messages and would like to, please text “YES” to the appropriate 
number above. Please contact the parish office if you need 

assistance. 
 

Consider adding these numbers to your 
phone contacts so you always know when 

you are receiving a message from the parish! 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$105,277 of $183,150 (57%)  
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$28,143 of $48,393 (58%) 
 
I.C. Building Fund Progress: 
$1,350 of $12,000 (11%)  
S.H. Building Fund Progress: 
$2,185 of $1,349 (162%)  

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Payments to Immaculate Conception 
may be made online at GiveCentral.org 
(click on the big orange “Find Your 
Charity” button and type in our zip code, 
59860). 

Call 406-442-4130 or 
visit www.cssmt.org/
mental-health/  
to get started today! 

Discerning Hearts Catholic 
Podcasts 

Available on your favorite 
podcast streaming apps! 

PrayAsYouGo.org is a daily online 
resource that offers guided prayer 
sessions to help individuals grow in their 

spiritual life. Each session typically includes scripture, reflective music, 
and prompts for prayer, making it easy to integrate spiritual 
reflection into your day. Designed for those on the go, it provides a 
simple way to stay connected to God amidst daily activities. Whether 
at home, work, or on the move, Pray As You Go supports deepening 
your relationship with God through accessible, reflective prayer.  

Immaculate Conception 

 

61.7% 
 

Goal: $29,700 
Committed: $18,329 

ACA 2025 Parish Progress 

Sacred Heart 

 

60.3% 
 

Goal: $9,100 
Committed: $5,490 

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/1426-Immaculate_Conception_Parish_Polson
http://www.cssmt.org/mental-health/
https://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/subscribe-to-podcast/
https://prayasyougo.org/
https://www.covenanteyes.com/?utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign&ads_cmpid=407188357&ads_adid=27629536597&ads_matchtype=e&ads_network=g&ads_creative=550343150761&utm_term=covenant%20eyes&ads_targetid=kwd-264395215&ttv=2&gad_source=1&gad_campaig

